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CHRISTMAS IN BELTON
What a fantastic night at the Christmas tree on December 3rd.,
timing went a little awry, but all worked in the end, we have a
superb tree this year with an extra set of lights to add glitz. It’s at
this point I must thanks Tesco’s, especially Paul the
manager for a large cash donation towards the tree, and the
children’s party, and also a terrific donation and grant from our
very own 'Village Voice' magazine without which it wouldn’t have
happened.
The villagers arrived on time followed by all the excited kids from
the party which was held in the church this year as it’s the closest
place to walk from, a huge thanks to Our vicar Rosie for allowing
us to trash the church for an hour and a half, and good old Rob
George’s Disco he entertained with the music side of the disco
and musical chairs and statues.
After the party the tree was duly counted down (my electrics
worked again!) and all were happy. Then the icing on the cake our very own community choir only formed in May - sung under
difficult conditions, it’s the fine line between singing and shouting,
as we got through five old Christmas songs, with Grace fighting off frost bite on the piano, and the boss Amanda doing her meaningful
pointing and that look of 'We pulled it off', with a very good audience participation in Rudolph and jingle bells it all went down well especially
as this success also prompted a couple of potential new members to come and join us.
As in last year at least 120 plus mum dads and children had enjoyed themselves and it’s always a good result at seeing people lingering
and chatting amongst themselves catching up on local gossip, we really must have a few more mass meeting events during the cold winter.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
(Editor’s note: There were no letters to the
Editor this month but please do write in with
your concerns and comments with a name and
address, which we do not have to publish, but
we must have it before we can.

Due to Regi having to be away
abroad over the critical publishing
period I have taken the editorship
this month. I hope you find this
edition ok but it is difficult to match
Regi’s professional touch he gives
to the VV.
We wish all our readers and advertising contributors a very
happy Christmas and may 2020 be kind and healthy for
you
Cracker competition:
Thanks to all who have entered, there is still time so get
counting over Christmas. Results in next edition of Village
Voice. Presentation to the winner will be at the JGI Coffee
morning on Saturday January 12th at 11am.. In the event
of more than one correct entry a draw will take place. All
runner ups will receive a £5 prize.
TAKE CARE OVER THIS SEASON
I am sure many of you are very aware of the scam society
we have today. Be very aware and if you were not
expecting the phone call then do not get into conversation
with the caller Hang Up. If you have a call blocking on
your phone then use it to block all such calls so that number
can not trouble you again. I have over 150 calls blocked
and it really does reduce the unwanted calls.
Likewise with emails if it is not one you recognise or is
offering you something to good to be true do not open it,
just DELETE. The common calls and emails at the moment
are from Amazon Prime HMRC, Banks, and Microsoft
saying you have a computer problem.. Once you open
many of these emails its like opening the door to a flood of
water. Its too late to stop the harm.
Also be aware of anyone offering a service at the door.
Again do not get into conversation, asking for ID to call a
number is not always the safe answer as the number you
are given to call can be someone in on the SCAM.
If you have any doubts or you see anything suspicios
please call the Police on 101. If it is not reported then you
can not expect any action to be taken.
Have a great Christmas and a happy and healthy New
Year. Thanks for reading your Village Voice
Bill Richmond Editor for the month

1st BELTON GUIDES (Foodbank)
The girls and leaders of 1st Belton Guides have been looking forward to the
Christmas period for some time and have been undertaking Christmas
themed crafts over the last few weeks which ended with creating Christmas
themed cupcakes. There were some very interesting icing snowmen and
Christmas trees, every one unique.
Whilst we have been getting excited about Christmas, we have discussed
that this may not be the case for all families due to difficult circumstances.
As a result of this discussion it was decided to hold a collection of food items
for The Pantry, Belton’s very own foodbank. We would like to thank all of the
girls’ families and the families of the leaders for their very kind donations.
The next few weeks see 1st Belton Guides at a Christmas Disco and our annual Christmas outing will be
taking place. We are currently planning more fun and adventures for the remainder of the winter term and
beyond.
We do not currently have any vacancies in our unit, however more information can be found on
www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for- parents regarding other local units or being placed on our waiting
list. Information regarding Brownies and Rainbows can also be found using the above link.

BELTON IN BLOOM
Efforts to start off a Belton in Bloom working party was not well attended due to willing people
having other long standing arrangements but those that did come along had an interesting
discussion on what can be done and councillor Tracy Cameron is going to ask many questions
with in the town hall about obtaining permissions on various points made once these are in place
we can call another meeting in late January or early February to get going so watch this space
and local media for new dates.
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BELTON WITH BROWSTON
PARISH COUNCIL
www.beltonwithbrowston.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/
DECEMBER COUNCIL MEETING

COUNCIL DIARY

Nine Parish Councillors and Borough Councillor Adrian Myers attended the December 3rd. meeting of Belton with Browston Parish
council, Peter Nichols was in the chair. Also present was Matt
Whitton the Borough Councils Planning Enforcement Officer who
gave an outline of the working of planning and its enforcement and
answered many questions from councillors.
Borough Councillor Myers reported on improvements at Swan Rise
care home with new management installed, better admissions procedure with Norfolk County Council and recent problems having
been resolved, Councillor Myers also thanked the Parish Council
vice-chairman Mick Graystone for his work in arranging the commemorative seat which is now next to the Belton village sign.
Damage to the skate boarding unit at Bell Lane will be repaired by
the Borough Council on behalf of the parish but for the moment it will
need to be securely screened off.
Further enquiries are to be made of Norfolk highways department to
see exactly what form of words can be used on the three signs
proposed for the entrance roads to the village, County Councillor
Andy Grant has already agreed to fund these and the subject will be
back on the agenda at the January meeting,
Rubbish in the dyke behind the section of Station Road South from
Sandy Lane to the Rectory is in the process of being cleared,
discussions are on going with adjacent residents and a quote is to
be obtained for clearing silt to improve the water flow.
Funding for the financial year from April 2020 was discussed with the
recommendation from the finance committee for a 2.2% increase in
the Parish Councils part of next years Council Tax agreed.
There were no new planning applications but three decisions from
the Borough Council, all approvals – A new 4 bedroom dwelling at
Fairview Farm, Stepshort, a storage container for Belton F.C on the
New Road sports field and a cladded outbuilding at 131 Station Road
North, this one with a condition of no use for commercial purposes.
The vice-chairman briefly outlined his vision for extensions to the
building at the New Road Centre but this would be a long term
project with the need of grant funding to be secured.

COUNCIL - Parish Council meetings are now on the first Tuesday
of each month, (7.30pm) at the New Road Sport and Leisure Centre,
making the next dates are January 7th and February 4th, questions
can be put to councillos at the start of each meeting.
SURGERIES - The Parish Clerk, Kate Palmer, is normally available
monthly to meet informally with and take note of residents queries,
(Parish Clerks Surgery), Due to the holiday period the next next date
will be Wednesday January 29th 2020 and that will be at the John
Green Institute (10.30-11.30am). To confirm that Kate will be there
please call 01493 602960, e-mail Beltonparish@yahoo.co.uk , she
can also be contacted in writing at 56, Victoria Road, Gorleston,
Great Yarmouth, NR31 6EF.
BURGH CASTLE SPEEDWATCH
WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!!
Burgh Castle Speedwatch is run totally by
volunteers, we need some new faces to continue
with the sterling work our volunteers are already
doing. Do you have just an hour a week to spare.
If yes, can you support us and become a speed watch
volunteer. All training and equipment will be provided. Support
our
village
and
contact
the
co-ordinator,
e-mail
wendygriffiths.2k@btinternet.com or call 01493780452.

PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY
There are currently two vacancies on Belton with Browston Parish
Council which the council are able to fill by co-option.
The council now meets at the New Road Centre on the first Tuesday
of each month (7.30pm), if you would like to put something back into
the local community and help make a difference further information
is available from the Parish Clerk, Kate Palmer on 01493 602960 or
e-mail beltonparish@yahoo.co.uk or the chairman Peter Nichols on
01493 780703.

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR
There is still time to make a nomination for Belton and Browston
‘Citizen of the Year’, send the persons name and address together
with the specific details of your nomination which can be for help and
assistance to an individual or with a group or organisation based in
the Parish to Miss K Palmer, Parish Clerk, Belton with Browston
Parish Council, 56 Victoria Road, Gorleston, Gt. Yarmouth, NR31
6EF by Monday January 20th 2020
As previously there will be one award and as well as being open to
residents of Belton with Browston it will available to non residents of
the parish provided the work for which that person is nominated is
within the parish, anybody who has received an award covering the
previous two years will not be eligible this time round. Nominations
can be for more than one person for the same service/good deed.
(Parish Councillors cannot be nominated for the award). The award
will be presented at the Belton and Browston Annual Parish Meeting
in 2020.
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HUGE THANKS TO 'VILLAGE VOICE' FROM
MOORLANDS
The children, staff and Governors of Moorlands
would like to say a huge thank you to The Village
Voice for their generous grant of £300, which has
bought four portable visualisers that are already in
use in the classrooms. These small devices are
essentially high definition cameras on stands that can be used to
display children's work on the big screen, so that all can see it. They
are very effective in supporting teaching. Headteacher Kevin Lee said
“The Village Voice is a huge power for good within our community. We
have come to regard the whole team as real friends to the school and
we are incredibly grateful to them for their generosity, which directly
benefits the children on a daily basis. To think that they are all
volunteers is remarkable, especially considering the quality of the
magazine that they produce and the good causes they support.”

WOODLAND PLANTED AT MOORLANDS
Over 100 mixed trees were planted at Moorlands recently, thanks to
an initiative from The Woodland Trust, supported by The Parish
Council. The trees, which included Silver Birch, Rowan, Elder, Downy
Birch, Common Oak and Goat Willow were planted by a team of
volunteers.
Ken Botwright from the Parish Council was joined by Borough
Councillor Tracy Cameron and local resident Malcolm Goreham
alongside members of the school council and staff. The group split into
planting teams to complete the job and an area of approximately 50
metres by 30 metres was covered. Headteacher Kevin Lee said “When
Ken got in touch with us, we
jumped at the chance to get
involved in this worthwhile
project. Our children have a
growing understanding and
concern for the challenges
facing our environment and so
they
needed
little
encouragement or explanation
as to why it was important to
do this.” The trees, which all
grow at different rates will take
a good while to mature but
when they do, it will be an
attractive piece of woodland. It
also fits in with the school’s
aim to ‘rewild’ an area of the
school
grounds,
which
includes a bird watching area
supported by mental health
charity
Mind.
Katherine
Thompson,
teacher
responsible for the school
council said “On behalf of the school council and all of the children of
Moorlands, we’d like to say a big thank you to Ken, Tracy, Malcolm and
The Parish Council for enabling us to be involved and to plant our own
piece of woodland at Moorlands.”

4B's GOOD NEIGHBOURS SCHEME
2019 has been a somewhat turbulent year for our Organisation,
which aims to help those in need in the four villages of Belton,
Bradwell, Browston and Burgh Castle.
On 8th 2019 January at our annual AGM it was decided to wind-up
the old 4Bs Good Neighbour Scheme; this is in spite of the fact that
the scheme had sufficient money in the bank for the next 2 - 3
years. The 75% vote to wind-up was made by a small majority of
volunteers who had done few tasks during the year and the vote
carried in spite of the presence of three email votes to keep the
scheme going – these were rejected on the basis of the volunteers
not being able to be physically present.
It was further agreed to distribute the assets of £1,059.88 equally
between the following local good causes - Belton Over 60’s Club,
Bradwell Over 60’s Club, Belton and Burgh Castle Young at Heart
Club and Bradwell Community Library.
Those remaining volunteers that were disappointed by the decision
to wind-up decided that what we had been doing for the past four
years was beneficial to our four communities and we wished to
continue the good work.
We were hopeful of help and funding from Community Action
Norfolk but neither was forthcoming so we decided to ‘go it alone’
without funding.
We now help others in need on the basis of not being able to offer
any insurance for the tasks that we perform – and it is implicit in our
offer to help that this condition is understood.
We continue to do 2 -7 tasks per month dependent on the time of
year and we will be seeking further volunteers in the Spring of
2020. If you know of anybody wishing for help, please contact us
on mobile 07754 161848
(voicemail) or email us at
GNs4Bs@hotmail.com
Our thanks go to Brian Swan and the rest of the team at the Village
Voice for giving us the publicity we need in order for us to continue
giving the help we can.
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Mobile Library
There are different days for Mobile Library visits to Belton from those
for Fritton and St Olaves for more information on the 4 weekly visits
to Belton, Fritton and St Olaves contact the Mobile Library service
as follows: central.mobiles.lib@norfolk.gov.uk or phone us on:
01603 222 303 or visit our website: www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries
(There is no service to Burgh Castle)
The next visits to Belton will be on Wednesdays January 15th and
12th February at the following points.
14:00 – 14:10 : Belton - Alderslea, 7, Station Road South.
14:15 – 14:30 : Belton - Amhurst Gardens
14:35 – 15:25 : Belton - Belton - Moorlands Primary Academy / Children’s Centre
15:30 – 15.45 : Belton - St Robert’s Way.
Due to the holiday period the next visit to Fritton and St Olaves is
not until Wednesday January 29th at the following locations
15:15 – 15:35 : Fritton - New Road.
15:40 – 16:00 : St Olaves - Priory Close off Herringfleet Road.
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CHATTERBOXES STAY & PLAY
Meeting every Thursday in term-time only: Chatterboxes Stay and
Play Communication Group for 0 to 5 year olds (pre-school)
accompanied by a parent or guardian.
The sessions run from 10:30am to 11:30am in Moorlands Church
of England Primary Academy, Belton, NR31 9PA (in term-time
only).
No pre-booking is required and sessions are free of charge, everyone welcome. There will be scales available for self-weighing your
baby, along with toys, stories, singing and crafts.
For further information please email
heather.andrews@actionforchildren.org.uk or telephone
07866215857.
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MARINA DEFIBRILLATOR
The public 24/7 defibrillator is
now up and running at Burgh
Castle Marina reception office.
This was fundraised for by all the
staff and customers at The Fishermans Inn. They held a charity
Garden Party on 25th August
2019 and raised a fantastic total
of £1441!
I would also like to thank Lewis
Gray from Sabre Systems Ltd,
who installed and supplied all the
parts for free. The machine was
purchased from Heart to heart
Norfolk who also provided support.
Left to R. in the photo Gill, Hannah, Jay and Joe.
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REV. ROSIE WRITES

BELTON F. C. 2019 REVIEW
2019 has been probably the most successful and
forward thinking year we have ever had at the club. At
the End of 2018 the first team were in a strong
position in the Anglian Combination Division 5 South
and things were looking good to finally win promotion
having failed the two previous years. Discussions
were also soon to take place about returning to the
village and have a hub to hopefully build a community
football club from. The reserves were looking strong and the hope
off silverware for both teams meant that it was always going to be an
interesting start to the new year.
Fast forward to the end of 2019 and Promotion was successfully
won meaning that next years plans for the first team are again to
chase down the promotion places for Division three. Having finished
as runners up in last season C.S Morley cup final, a Quarter final in
early February will mean that the club hope to go one better this year.
The reserves plan on applying for promotion into the Anglian combination and need a top 4 place finish in the Great Yarmouth Saturday
League to be successful in their application. Some hard work will be
required in the coming months having dropped down the table into
5th in the last month, but with some games in hand on the teams
above anything is possible. A runners up medals for the reserves in
last Mays Wiltshire Cup Final will also leave them with hopes of
going one better, with e cups left to compete in the new year.
The final major change in the last calendar year has been or relocation back to New Road in Belton. With no equipment to start off with,
major investment has taken place. The club purchased box goals,
Built new dugouts and installed a donated shed as a new tea hut.
Our planning application to install a 20ft container has also been
successful and installation will hopefully take place in the coming
weeks. 315 trees out of 420 have so far been planted along the back
fence at New Road, the plan is to hopefully establish a hedgerow as
some wind cover in the winter months. Further plans are in the
pipeline to install post and rail fencing along the back side of the
pitch. A grant application to Village Voice was successful and the
hope of this grant is to help find a fixtures board near the entrance to
the New Road ground so that all residents travelling in and out of
the village will be able to see when our next fixtures are.
Finally a big thank you must go to the local groups and companies
that continue to support Belton Fc, without this valuable support the
club simply would not run. Probe Oil Tools, The Village Voice, The
Mariners Compass Gorleston, Belton Historical Society, Grow the
Game Grant, K and A Builders and I.D.H Maintenance Everybody at
the club thanks you for your continued support.
Now let’s see what 2020 brings as we head into a new decade!
Nathan Brown Belton FC

I am writing this article a day or so before the election
with all the uncertainty that holds regarding the future
of our nation; whether we eventually leave the European Union with a
deal or no deal or a further referendum to give us all another chance to
decide our fate!
But enough of that! You could be reading this between Christmas and
New Year and maybe it is a time for goodwill to all people and enough of
that “B” word.
So what can I say about the future? I’m not sure! Time will tell which party
is asked for form a government and then, what then?
In looking for a quotation from the late King George VI’s New Year speech,
I found one I thought applied very much to our situation . “A new year is
at hand. We cannot tell what it will bring. If it brings peace (release from
the parliamentary log-jam), how thankful we shall all be. If it brings us
continued struggle we shall remain undaunted.”
But it is to the Bible that I turn, as it is in God’s word that I find HOPE.
There are many things that I, personally, am unable to influence or change
but I believe in a God who calls me to be rooted in the peace and grace of
God; knowing the love of God in Christ Jesus. Through a living relationship
with God I am able to trust him for the future; He doesn’t promise to make
it free of hardship but he does promise to always be with me in love,
support and encouragement.
Thinking about Easter at this time of the year is probably a bit strange,
other than the looking forward to seeing the Spring flowers bursting forth
and the weather turning warmer. However it is the birth of Jesus, God’s
Son, and the HOPE that comes from Jesus’ death and rising again, that
gives me hope for the future. Jesus tells us in John’s Gospel that he has
gone ahead of us to prepare a place for us. I may not know what the
future will bring but I know who holds the future…. God!
King George VI’s speech contained this poem handed to him by the then
Princess Elizabeth (aged 13 years).
I said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year,
‘Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.’
And he replied, ‘Go out into the darkness, and put your hand
into the Hand of God.
That shall be better than light, and safer than a known way.’”
My hope is focused in God; in the love and friendship he longs to share
with me, when I am not seeking to determine my own future in a way that
is focused solely on me. Thankfully, as he is my loving Heavenly Father,
he is more forgiving than I deserve; more willing to forgive than any human
being can imagine
I have a granddaughter who in the next year will be learning to walk.
When she does, she will have all the encouragement she needs from her
parents and her brother, and Tim and myself when we are with her. She
will gradually learn how to stand and put one foot in front of another,
probably staggering towards her mum or dad; sometimes making it and
sometimes not, but eventually she will have learnt the “how to” of
walking.
So it is in any faith walk with God; we learn to trust through the continued
practice and exercise of our faith relationship. It starts with a small step of
saying “Yes!”. Put your hand into the hand of God, and find HOPE for the
future in 2020.

JOLLY TOTS & JOLLY BABIES
As we draw to the end of another year I would like to thank all the
families who have joined us, making Wednesday mornings full of fun.
Jolly Tots and Jolly Babies continues to go from strength to strength
and with the sad closure of many children centres, groups and early
years provisions, we have been extra busy at times.
My group aims to provide a fun and stimulating environment for
babies and young children whilst providing local families and carers
a relaxed and supportive setting to socialise and meet others. I have
received many kind comments with regards to the time/effort put into
the group and friendly manner in which it is run, I feel this type of
'service' is invaluable to local families and carers, many new
friendships have been made between families and it's great to see
how they all support each other.
During the year we have also been able to provide additional
information and support with the help of local services such as the
Dental team, Car seat safety team and even a visit from Pudsey,
raising money and showing our support for charities. Jolly Tots
/Babies of course would not be able to run without the support of the
local families who attend and recommend the group to others and
who also kindly donate no longer needed toys, all of which are
gratefully received.
I am looking forward to being able to continue providing our local
families and carers with a great stay and play setting in 2020. starting
back at New Road on January 8th.
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BELTON’s NEW CAFE
The Village Voice is please to welcome the new Cafe that opened on Monday 9th December. Congratulations to the designers of the interior
that looks great but very friendly. It will be a great meeting place for all who visit the precinct shops as well as mums and dads when
collecting children from school. We wish them every success in their new venture and hope to report on progress during the months of
2020.

ROCK SOLID YOUTH GROUP

FRITTON COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH

Its been a busy time of the year for Rock Solid making
Christmas decorations and cards.
The decorations adorned the church porch Christmas trees
and the cards were for each resident at Burgh House,
Residential Home for the Elderly.
We finished off the year with a party and games and are all
looking forward to the new year. We start again on January
16th from 5pm to 6pm in the church building for children aged
7yrs to 11yrs.
Please contact Colin Chilvers 781474 or speak to Paula
Guard.

From July to December, 708 motorists were caught speeding
through Fritton Village.
This in a total time of 12 hours, that’s 59 per hour or 1 per
minute.
If you are caught by the Community Speed Watch team
exceeding the 30mph speed limit in Fritton, you will receive a
letter from the Police. If you exceed 50mph, the Police will
come round to your house.
13
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THE MALCOLM METCALF COLUMN
Malcolm Metcalf is the past president of the Great Yarmouth Naturalists Society.
His Nature Notes is one of the Village Voice’s longest standing and best loved
columns. He can be contacted on 01493 661138.
You can also write to him at at 43 Magdalen way, Gorleston, NR31 7BW or on 43ironhorse@gmail.com

MALCOLM’S NATURE NOTES

THE KING’S HEAD BELTON
LOSE THEIR TREE

Recently I had 18 visitors to the Hawthorn tree in my back garden,
they were Long -Tailed Tits ( Aegithalos caudatus ) These are the
odd ones out amongst the tits, not only for their long - tails 8 cm. ( 3
inch) but the pink, black and white colouring and building their nests
out in the open. During the winter months flocks stay together all the
time. They have become regular feeders at bird tables. The flocks
contain both young and old birds and keep up a chorus of
"see,see,see," sounds.

As many of you know last year we
had the large Beech tree at the
Kings Head cut back due to it
being oversized and branches
breaking off, as the tree is under
an conservation order with the
council we had to apply to them to
allow us to do this, during that time
we found that the tree is diseased
and rotting from the inside.
We now have been told that the
tree has to come down, many
people in the village have seen
this tree for many many years and
you could class it as an iconic
feature on coming into our village,
it is a sad day for us all to see this
happen but it is out of our hands and we've been told it will not last
another year, that therefore is the reason that you have seen it start
to disappear.
We hope you all understand.
From Andrew Webb.

Long distance flock movements have been recorded. The record in Britain
was held by two birds that
were marked in Great Yarmouth, then found in
Dorset,340 km.( 211 miles
) away,just 15 days later.
After staying together in
winter the flock starts to
divide up into breeding
groups in warmer weather,
this can be in the middle of
February. In March the pairs start to look for potential nesting sites
and by the end of the month most pairs have started nest building,
they are master builders, both birds build the egg - shaped nest
which is woven with mosses, lichens and hair, held together by
cobwebs, these help to keep the nest in place as it expands with the
growing young. Finally the nest is lined with up to 2,000 small
feathers, which ensures that it is superbly well insulated to keep the
eggs and young warm. The finished nest has an entrance at one
side.
Small birds such as Long - Tailed Tits lose heat very easily. I well
remember the bitterly cold winter of 1963 when thousands of these
birds and many others perished. it was so cold that lots of the broads
and rivers in Norfolk were frozen over and I witnessed a car being
driven on the thick ice on Filby Broad.
Egg laying generally starts in the first half of April. The eggs, 7- 12,
are white with small red spots, incubation is around 12 days. The
nest interior is very cramped when the chicks hatch so the sitting bird
has to curve her tail to fit in. During the early stages in the growth of
the young, Long - Tailed Tits display a very odd pattern of behaviour;
the breeding pairs are often helped by other Long - Tailed Tits to feed
their young. This strange phenomenon was examined in a detailed
study carried out near Oxford,not far from where I used to live, of the
birds that were followed closely, several were helped by other adults.
At first the young fledglings have a rather drab plumage and does not
look at all like their parents, in particular the tail is shorter. Then
during early July they exhibit another unusual characteristic, at this
time of the year, both the adults and fledglings start to moult.
But,unlike fledglings of most British birds, which replace only their
body feathers, the fledglings of Long - Tailed Tits exhibit another
unusual characteristic,the moult takes three months or more and
when completed young and old alike are no longer
distinguishable,by then its October and the flocks may undertake
long distance movements.
The copyright of the photograph of the long Tailed Tit is John Buckingham
Finally, 2019 has been another rewarding year for me in the field of
nature. I wonder how many surprises and perhaps new discoveries
I will have in 2020?
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DOWN THE
GARDEN PATH

A SPRINGER’S TAIL
Village Voice readers may remember the short stories that
were published in the magazine a few years ago under this
name. Author Lesley Chalmers returns to the Village Voice
with a regular column, this time featuring comic strips that
follow the same line. They feature her two dogs, Lennie and

Elizabeth Myhill

DOWN THE GARDEN PATH
January 2020 (Vegetables Part 1)
There are a great many benefits to growing one’s own fruit and
vegetables. Fruits and vegetables from your own garden are higher
in nutrients than the ones that have traveled several thousands of
miles to get to the supermarket and you will be doing your bit to help
save the planet. The fruits and vegetables grown in your garden will
promote health because they are rich in nutrients, especially in
phytochemicals, anti-oxidants, vitamin C, vitamin A and folate and the
fresh air and exercise involved greatly aids ones well-being.
GardenFocused.co.uk has an excellent calendar of when to sow
seeds, when to harden the plants off and when to plant outside. It also
deals with crop rotation.
Many people prefer to buy young vegetable plants ready to be planted
straight into the ground and breeders are producing more and more
plants that are suitable for growing in pots and containers for the patio.
These include Aubergine, F1 Patio Baby, Cucumber Patio Snacker,
great for containers with trellis. Hot Pepper F1 Apache Attractive dwarf
red Chilli. A pepper with mild to medium heat is F1 Loco compact
branching plants carry a heavy yield of oval fruits which ripen from
purple to bright red, maturing in about 85 days, ideal for baskets and
containers. F1 Cheyenne pepper is an excellent orange-fruited variety, each plant produces an abundance of fruits, 10-13cm long. Dwarf
habit, best suited to patio containers or a real novelty basket filler with
a cascading habit. All Peppers are best kept out of the reach of children.
Next month I will include more vegetable and the many tomato and
strawberry varieties which will be available in 2020
BELTON BROWNIES
Following on from the photograph on Page 17 of the November
edition of Village Voice we have had two former Belton Brownies get
in touch.
One, Rae Aldous (Nee Williamson) said she was in the middle of the
front row and her sister was at the back. She corrected us by saying
that the Brownies met at Waveney School and not Breydon.
The other comment came from Amanda Barker who received a copy
of Village Voice from parents John and Lynda King as she now lives
in Wymondham, she did send a photo of a selection of framed
Brownies badges but sadly it was not suitable for publication.

Belton Community Choir
The new community choir that was formed
in 2019 always welcome new singers. We
meet at the JGI on three Friday evenings
every month at 7.30pm. Come along and
find out more. Contact Mick Graystone on
07795422420

Harley.

GORLESTON COMMUNITY CINEMA
Gorleston Library - Thursdays
As is our usual policy we do not show films in January, watch out for
a restart on February 6th.
YOGA in ST. OLAVES
Yoga Classes are starting at St Olaves Village Hall
in January run by Nicola of Serenity Yoga, there will
be Beginners YOGA at 9.15 am on Thursdays and
Vinyasa YOGA at 10.30am, also on Thursdays,
classes are £6 a session or £20 for a four class pass,
all abilities are welcome an private tuition is also available, contact
serenityyoga.nb@gmail.com or call 07701 030516.
There are also Vinyasa Flow YOGA classes at All Stars Kickboxing
Gym on Wednesdays at 7.15pm.
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FRIENDS OF MOORLANDS

EN student takes to stage at Royal
Albert Hall

We just about managed to hold our annual Christmas
Fair this year. It was a small affair but we had fun
doing it. We had stalls and games, plus our VIP guest
Santa Claus came to visit the children and they told
him all their wishes for Christmas. We would like to
thank Ella Fish for bringing her fantastic Pegasus
Bowtique Stall. Ella is the School’s official custom hair bow store. We
would also like to thank Sherry Halliday for bringing along her
amazing selection of Scholastic books. Sherry is the school’s and
local area Scholastic book champion. You can visit both of them on
Facebook to find out more.
We really struggled to hold this years fair due to low numbers of
volunteers. Plus only having 3 remaining members on the committee
this year, it was hard to put on the show that we wanted but we really
do enjoy holding these events. The children have fun and we always
remind ourselves that all our hard work goes to raise money for the
school and the children, we just need more help to do it. We hope to
continue into the new year.

EN student, Thomas Major was of 600 Norfolk
children to perform at the Royal Albert Hall in London recently.
In a partnership between Norfolk Music Hub & Norwich Theatre Royal,
a Massed Ensemble Performance was performed as part of the 2019
Music for Youth Proms.
Following months of creative development and rehearsals, a 600strong massed ensemble from Norfolk came together in a once-in-alifetime performance at the iconic building.
Thomas said: “It was an absolute privilege to perform at the Royal
Albert Hall at such a young age. When we arrived, I began to feel
nervous as the venue was so much larger than I initially anticipated,
and I knew it was going to be a popular event with thousands in the
audience. However, once I got on stage, the nerves quickly
disappeared, and I fully appreciated the opportunity. The other
students and I had such an amazing time and it was great to share
the stage with other aspiring musicians.”
The performance fused together Mozart’s classic opera ‘The Magic
Flute’ with Latin-American rhythms. The 500-strong massed choir were
accompanied by a 100-piece orchestra made up of talented young
musicians from Norfolk Music Service ensembles, including the Norfolk
County Strings and the Norfolk County Symphonic Wind Band.
Thomas added: “The audience also gave us an immense response
which helped make the performance even more special. I got involved
with the project when I was approached by a friend of mine who is a
part of the Norfolk Music Hub team and suggested me to one of the
organisers, I sent in a video of me singing and a few weeks later I
found out I had been given a part in the performance so I was
over-the-moon. The project as a whole is really great, it gives young
musicians like me a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity and also provides
us with a huge platform to showcase our talent. I hope they continue
to put on this event as its a really effective method of inspiring the next
generation of artists and providing them with an experience they'll
never forget.”

ALL CHANGE AT 'THE
TAVERN'
Having run the Belton Fish
and Chip and Kebab in recent years at the beginning
of December we took over
the pub next door and we
would like to welcome all
our customers old and new
to
'The Tavern'.
It's been great getting to
know everyone. We are
starting to make some
changes and slowly but
surely we will get there. We
have now had sky sports
installed We are both very
much open to suggestions
on what you would like from
your local pub. Please do
pop down to see us the bar
is fully stocked and ready
for you. Please share and follow our page on Facebook to keep up to
date with events
Andy and Nicola

COUNCILLOR ADRIAN MYERS
Dear All
By the time the deadline for writing this article for the VV has passed,
I will either be your newly elected Member of Parliament or still your
elected borough councillor. Either way, I will continue to serve you as
I have done in the past. I have always held the view that those seeking
to represent you should actually live in the area, be visible on a regular
basis and be personally contactable. I stood because having been
stood down by Nigel Farage I wanted to give all those Brexit supporters
a voice and a home for their vote because Boris Johnson’s withdrawal
agreement is not Brexit. It is always hard standing as an independent
because people often vote for the rosette and not the person.
I do not get the media exposure that the other parties do. Campaign
finances come largely from me and a small group of supporters. I do
not have unions or big businesses backing me, but I wholly believe
that the people deserve a choice outside of the usual parties and I
offered that choice and always will. If you did vote for me in the
Parliamentary elections then thank you, your vote for me, is
something that I hold very dear because it was for Adrian Myers that
you voted for, not a party.
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EVENTS AT THE NEW ROAD SPORTS AND LEISURE CENTRE

CENTRE POST
CODE NR31 9JP
Bookings
Tel Kate (01493 602960)
or Peter (01493 780703)

MUSICAL MOVERS
We meet on Fridays, 9.30-1030am (term
time only) at the New Road centre, Belton.
Preschool children from 0-5yrs.
Musical Movers are fun and friendly interactive and sensory music sessions. Discover
singing,
musical play and rhythm whilst developing
self esteem, listening skills, coordination,
increased confidence and speech and language development. With ukelele accompaniment and makaton signing, you and
your little musical movers can enjoy your
musical journey together.
For more information please call Amanda
07974173216 or join the Musical Movers
Facebook page. The cost is £5 ( £1.50 for
additional siblings over 4 months). We
resume on January 10th 2020

BELTON
ACTIVITY
MORNING MEMBERS
& FRIENDS
The first session of
2020 will be Monday
6th January at 9.30am.
this session is mainly a
seated one. It will last approximately 45 minutes and everyone can
work at their own pace. 10.15am we break for refreshments. 10.30am
weather permitting we can walk around the field, Poles or no poles it’s
up to you. Each single session is £3.00. If you chose to do 2 sessions
its £4.00. We will open every week weather permitting till children
break up for half term then reopen afterwards till Easter holidays.
Recap on 2019 - Considering we have been running since September 2011, 2019 has been the first year when we have had to close for
long periods due to health conditions of the instructor. The one who
is looked upon as ‘Fit & Healthy’. However even with a healthy lifestyle we cannot presume we will not be hit by a health condition that
effects our lives. That doesn’t stop us continually working towards
feeling fitter and stronger to be able to do the things that give us
pleasure.
January classes were supposed to start on the 7th. We had to get
people notified quickly, there was no class as Sallyann was to have her
operation to remove part of her lung and classes would reopen further
in the New Year.
March saw about 40 people attend a Coffee catch up with Sallyann
and we raised a massive £170.50p which was divided between, Anna
Poppy’s Army, Alzheimer’s and JPH children’s ward.
April 1st we started back with a gentle approach for everyone, as well
as Sallyann. We continued to improve together over the coming
months.
June saw the cost of a single class increase by 50p to £3.00. and
exercisers were asked to consider paying for the month by bank
transfer card payment or cash. Also, in June we asked for donations
in class to be added to a fundraising event by one of our members
Jules who like me has a NET. We raised £74.00 Thank you to everyone who donated. Jules event raised over £2000.00 pounds towards
The NET patient foundation.
July was going to be the last month before Sallyann’s Summer break.
BUT!! Saturday July 13th Sallyann was taken to hospital to have
emergency operation. Thanks to her Son Marc most people were
informed before Monday 15th July. She is very sorry if you turned up
that day without knowing.
July, August, September was recovery time yet again but of a more
serious nature this time.
October another, Coffee catch up with Sallyann, which help to raise
£53.00 towards the wards at JPH that cared for Sallyann in July.
November, we reopened for 6 weeks and have a further Festive
opening due on December 16th hopefully to add to the £53.00 for
JPH.
Final words, Sallyann and her family would like to thank everyone for
their support this year. She looks forward to seeing you all in 2020 it
will be our 9th year at Belton. Merry Christmas, Happy new year.
Remember the good times, enjoy life, its precious and can be gone in
the blink of an eye.
Sallyann xx
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BELTON JUDO CLUB
The last couple of months of 2019 have been quite quiet on the
competition front for the majority of our members but it has built up
to a climax for our most experienced competitive player. Assistant
coach at our Judo club Ryan King, had aimed to peak for the British
Cadet Championships for the end of November.
Ryan always knew that things would be tough this year for a number
of reasons. He only went up to Cadets two months ago so was
probably going to be the youngest in his group, he was way under
the 42kg weight group for his age (he weighed in at 37.2kg), he had
a back injury preventing him from training for quite a while and had
suffered numerous bouts of tonsillitis (including a bout on the day of
the competition!) so expectations were not too great.
Against all the odds, Ryan went on to win a British Cadet Championship bronze medal. He only lost one contest all day to the reigning
champion Luke Thompson from Scotland who was at the top of the
weight and age for the group. This was an amazing result for Ryan
given the circumstances but he was still disappointed with himself
because he failed to win the title!
Over the last couple of years, together with his coach (also his dad)
Dominic King, Ryan has spent a lot of time developing a winning
mentality and it seems that considering his performance at recent
competitions, it’s processing nicely.
We have all standards at our club from British and Commonwealth
Champions and medallists to complete novices and all standards
and ages between 4 and 73 so there is definitely something for
everyone whatever your ambitions may be so rather than sitting
around wondering what to do, get along to our Judo club and see
what you’re missing. Make new friends, get fit, increase your confidence and self-esteem, the advantages are endless so what’s not to
like?
Our annual two-week Christmas break will be as follows, the last
session before Christmas will be on Friday 20th December 2019 and
the first session in the New Year will be Monday 6th January 2020.
Belton Judo Club run two junior sessions every Tuesday and one
junior and one two-hour open senior session every Wednesday at
the New Road Sports and Leisure Centre in the village under the
watchful eye of Dominic King, ex-British Champion and Youth Olympic Silver medallist who trained and competed at National and
International level for many years and 14-year-old Ryan King who is
now a member of the England squad and assists Dominic with
coaching. Not many villages have a club run by coaches at this level
so take the opportunity to try this excellent Olympic sport, the first
month is FREE OF CHARGE so why not come along and give us a
try, you have nothing to lose, who knows, it could be a life-changing
move and you may never look back.
Dominic King Judo & MMA Academy is able to accommodate new
members at our Judo clubs in Belton so anyone wishing to join either
of the clubs should just turn up any Tuesday (under 8s 4.30, over 8s
5.30) or any Wednesday (all juniors 5.30 to 6.30) and Open mat for
all styles/disciplines 6.30 to 8.30 only £6.50 per person for two hours
at the New Road Sports Pavillion or
contact Dominic on 07977 432756 or
email on or contact him via Facebook.
Other venues/days are available if
Tuesday or Wednesday is not
convenient, all session times and
venues can be found on our website,
www.fightingfitjudo.co.uk
Photo shows Ryan looking glum

PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION
There will be a photography exhibition of my work and that of invited friends at the Belton New Road Premier Room on Saturday /
Sunday 28th 29th of December, Saturday will be from 10am till 4
and Sunday 10 till 3 pm .
So please come along and spend a pleasant time seeing pictures
from locally and afar covering many subjects in colour and black
and white . Tea and coffee of course
Mick Graystone.
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New Road cont

GREAT YARMOUTH STROKE GROUP
Great Yarmouth Stroke Group have had another great month with a A visit from mayor Michael Jeal and his mayoress, he talked about some
of his duties also had tea with the group., Dave Gold also visited and entertained the group with his incredible voice
We would like to thank the Village Voice board for their donation of £300 much appreciated this donation will go to transport costs. Sam and
sue were invited to the Albert lodge Greek ladies night where we received from Worshipful Master Chico a fabulous £1000 Which will also go
towards transport for the group. A further big thank you to Belton Yoga group for the donation of £40.
Sue was interviewed by Barry Coleman on Harbour Radio, she enjoyed this but was nervous. We welcomed back Eddie who has been unwell
for some time we were able to pick him up because of the extra transport, our photo shows Sam and eddie dancing to Dave Gold. Birthday
celebrations Sam, the amazing Maisie, Sid, and Margaret Hollis
We meet at the New Road Sports Centre, Belton on Thursdays (2pm), for information contact organiser Sue on 01493 781846.

'PILATES' Beginners/ Intermediate Monday 6pm and 7.05pm Classes
The Classes at Belton’s New Road Sport & Leisure Centre focus on warming your Joints and getting you strong and
flexible for the rest of the week ahead.
This includes Traditional Pilates methods, using different pieces of equipment to help Stabilise and Mobilise the Body. Engaging the Mind and
Body, making you connect and feel relaxed. also Helping with Back pain/Hips/Shoulders/Stress and much more.
Classes are suitable for all ages and fitness levels. for Men and Women. Drop in sessions are available.. please call to make sure there is
space available first. A New Block will commence Monday 6th January 2020.
For more information or to book please call Hayley Allen on 07767 864568 or email hayley@hayleyallenpilates.co.uk

BELTON NEEDLECRAFTERS ANNUAL REPORT
We've had a busy year - fundraising at various events, including the Belton church fete. A midsummer meal out at Cozies in Gorleston. We
joined the Norfolk Knitters and Stitchers group (locally Great Yarmouth), where we make items they request (traffic light hats for Premature
babies, twiddlemuffs etc.). Several stalls at the JGI, including one when we received a £200 grant from the Village Voice to help with the hire
of the hall and buying yarn etc. for the Norfolk Knitters and Stitchers group. In October the group raised £110 for McMillan by having a cake
and coffee evening, the lovely cakes being made by Lynda Bowman. We also welcomed Pat, Pat and Jan to our group. Yes, we now have
two Pats and two Lindas and Lynda! Can be confusing at times! We will be closed on Thursday 19th December as we're having our Christmas meal at the Imperial Hotel in Great Yarmouth that night. We will open again on Thursday 2nd January 2020.
ENTUA (East Norfolk Transport Users Association) is a voluntary independent body which monitors bus and rail
provision in the East Norfolk Area. To learn more about us and to view bus and rail news please visit our website at
www.entua.org.uk
Looking back on 2019 there have been few dramatic changes to bus provision in the East Norfolk Area. Early on in the year fares were adjusted
and apart from a small rise in some single fares, daily tickets were actually reduced in price. There is great value (if you are a regular user)
in purchasing weekly or 10 trip tickets.
First Eastern Counties introduced cashless payments which have gathered momentum throughout the year. Cashless payments can either
be by using the mTicket on the First Bus App or by contactless with a debit or credit card. These methods are particularly popular among the
younger generation and now account for over 50% of ticket purchases, and purchasing by mTicket is cheaper for weekly, 10 trip and monthly
tickets. As an example a weekly coastal zone ticket valid for 7 days is £21 (£20 mTicket), a 10 trip ticket is £22 (£20.50 mTicket) and monthly
ticket is £74 (£70 mTicket).
The timetable changes from 22nd September (which actually came into effect on 17th November, due to major roadworks on Southtown Road)
meant some losses in frequency occurred on the 5 Burgh Castle and 9 Shrublands/Cliff Park routes. Burgh Castle`s service 5 has been
reduced from its hourly service of 10 buses per day to just 5. These are timed to call at the Queens Head at 1019,1119,1219,1419 and 1619
although these 5 buses are supplemented by an early morning 6B starting from Belton and due at the Queens Head at 0749. There is a late
afternoon 6A from Market Gates (1735) travelling via Bradwell and timed at the Queens Head at 1812 terminating at Bradwell Blue Sky at
1816. An evening 6B leaves Market Gates at 2030 and travels via Bradwell, Belton and due at the Queens Head at 2114 returning via Bradwell
and due to arrive at Market Gates at 2146. The last bus of the day 6B leaves Market Gates at 2230 travelling via Bradwell and Belton due to
arrive at the Queens Head at 2312 terminating at Bradwell Blue Sky at 2316.
Overall Belton loses one evening service. Instead of a No 7 leaving Bracon Road at 2022 and 2152 these have been replaced by a 6B leaving
Bracon Road at 2102. Service 9`s frequency has been reduced from ½ hourly to hourly throughout the day.
The only other change we were expecting was the introduction of brand new buses for the XL service (Norwich – Peterborough) This will now
happen in the first quarter of 2020. Once the new buses are in situ the current Enviro 400s will be cascaded to Great Yarmouth with some to
Lowestoft enabling the X1/X11 fleet to mainly route branded buses. More on this in the new year.
Please note there are no buses on Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Years Day. On Christmas Eve & New Years Eve the last buses
finish between 1900-2000. The last X11 leaves Market Gates to Belton at 1900. The last bus from Belton to Market Gates leaves Bracon Road
at 1930.
New timetables are available at Belton Post Office and Jhoots Pharmacy in Station Road.
As far as the trains are concerned, well where do we start! As we have mentioned before the new Stadler bi mode trains began entering
service in September and there is a timetable for the withdrawing of the older trains which have been promised to other rail operators. From
what we understand the new trains (of which most have been delivered) have undergone all of the pre-service tests required before they enter
service and of course there have been teething problems which you will get when you undertake such a massive replacement of rolling stock.
These problems are now being compounded by the accelerated withdrawal of old trains to other operators all 5 of the single carriage 153
trains have left to begin a new life in Wales as have most of the Class 170 turbo 2 and 3 car sets. The 2 car class 156 trains have begun
being moved to East Midlands Railway – their new home, and with insufficient new stock in service has led to numerous cancellations of
services. We hope by the time you read this article, sufficient numbers
of the new class 755/3 and 755/4 are available to cover the planned services in the timetable change from 15th December, 2019 which includes
the new direct service from Norwich to Stansted Airport.
ENTUA urgently needs new members, all we ask is a minimum annual donation of £5.00 which helps us cover the cost of printing and
postage of our very informative quarterly newsletter and hiring of venues for public meetings. To join please write to ENTUA, 18 Wensum
Way, Belton NR31 9NY.
ENTUA wishes its readers a happy and peaceful Christmas and good health for the coming year.
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BELTON CAMERA CLUB
Decembers meeting of the Belton Camera Club saw members putting their minds and cameras to a
challenging topic - food photography. In keeping with the season members were challenged to create an
advertising style photo to promote / sell mince pies! Working in pairs, there were some first class images
produced by all. As a bonus there were plenty of mince pies left to have with a cup of tea!
Many thanks to the Village Voice for their grant, which has enables us to purchase the props and bits
needed for photographic sessions like the one shown!
January's 'Photo of the month' is on the theme of ‘Winter’. So there is plenty of scope for interpretation.
Bring your best winter photo along to the next meeting, where some friendly critique is available to help
and encourage you.
Wayne has also set the next 3 month challenge. This time the topic is ‘Easter’. Plenty of time to capture
something topical and bring it along to the March meeting.
The next meeting of the club will be on Friday 3rd January 2020 at the usual time of 7pm to 10pm. It's at the New Road Sports and Leisure
Centre, New Road, Belton. Anyone who fancies coming along with their camera to gain more confidence with them is more than welcome! Just
£2 on the door with refreshments available.
We try to be as practically focussed as possible, so bring your cameras, tripods if you have one, a laptop to process the images after (not
essential).
For information search ‘Belton Camera Club 2.0’ on Facebook, or email admin@beltoncameraclub.co.uk
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EVENTS AT THE JOHN GREEN INSTITUTE
MONEY & DEBT
ADVICE

HALL POST CODE NR31 9JG

Hall Trustees
Bill Richmond
Roger Gowen (Chair)
Robert Goffiin
Terry Ladbrooke
Bridget Lawrence
Michael Farrell
Faye Green
WEEKLY AT THE JGI
YOGA - On Monday morning at
10.15am £2.50 per session.
Please bring a floor mat and
towel with you. Contact Julie
on 01493 780121.
SHORT MAT BOWLS - Monday Afternoons 2-4pm 01493
444041
BINGO - Sessions are held on
Monday evenings at 7.30pm,
everyone welcome.
OVER 50/60's - Every Tuesday
Afternoon (2 - 4pm) Contact
Norma on 01493 780447.
1st BELTON GUIDES - Every
Tuesday (In term time) (6.458.30pm. 01493 667311
BELTON ART GROUP - Every
Wednesday (2 - 4pm) For any
forms of art & crafts for information call Jan on 01493 488683.
WEIGHT WATCHERS - Meet
Wednesdays from 6.15pm.
SLIMMING WORLD - Meet
Thursdays9.30am
BELTON NEEDLECRAFTERS
– Every Thursday (7-9pm) No
matter what crafts you do why
not come along £3 per session
Tel. Linda 07721 599559
LINE DANCING FOR IMPROVERS - Every Friday (10.30amNoon) No partners needed, beginners welcome Call 07788
408801.
BELTON COMMUNITY
CHOIR- Every Friday (7.158.30pm) New members welcome Call 01493 780060.
(NOT JGI Quiz weeks)
QUIZ NITE every 3rd Friday of
the month

DIAL now offers free, impartial,
confidential Money and Debt
advice and guidance, from the
John Green Institute . The
sessions take place on the 2nd
Wednesday of every month from
10.30am until noon the next date
being January 8th . Please feel
free to call in and chat with our
advisor Stephen who will be able
to help and support you with
concerns you may have regarding
your finances. If you would like
more information about the
services DIAL has to offer please
call 01493856900.

DROP IN ON A WEDNESDAY MORNING
This morning continues to provide a great entertaining morning with plenty of chat and exchange of
information by all present. Come along and find out more and meet new friends, you will always be made
welcome. Call Sue on 780822 for more information

JGI QUIZ NITES
The Monthly Friday Quiz Nites for 2020 are Jan 24th Feb 21st Mar 20th Apr 17th May
22nd June 19th July 17th Aug 21st Sept 18th Oct 23rd Nov 20th Dec 18th.
£5 per table of up to 4 for a great evening’s fun and prizes. Get a team and come and
join us.

LINE DANCING
There are Line Dancing sessions at the JGI, Belton, every Friday 10.30am Noon, its £5.00 per session, NO partner is needed but please bring a drink with
you. Our next session is on Friday January 10th 2020. For more information
contact Jane 07788 408801, Jane & Tony (J T’s Line Dance Club).

BELTON AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
The society was set up several years’ ago and is now sadly facing the
possibility of being “mothballed” or closed due to a lack of volunteers to
assist with its running. The Belton & District Historical Society was
formed in 2006 by a group of friends, to preserve the character of the
village and to protect the local historical foundations for generations to
follow. Our aim is to record the past, for the future, and preserve the
present. If you are interested in assisting us, please review our activities
and archives on our web site: http://www.beltonhistory.co.uk/
Whilst we are financially sound with nearly forty members, we very much
need at least an additional two, possibly three, dedicated people on the committee to continue
with our activities.
Ideally we require the following:
A club secretary (to run the club administration and take minutes at committee meetings).
An events’ organiser to help plan and book forthcoming events (normally one a month).
A person to assist with the updating and running of the club web site and Facebook page.
If you are interested in any or all of the above voluntary positions please can you contact me
using the details below:
Ian Walker (Club Chairman)Mobile (evenings and weekends) 07887 640 385 or
IanWalker22@gmail.com
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GUIDE TO
EVENTS
EVERY MONDAY
UP 4 Fitness Exercise (9.30am) New Road Sport
Centre -- 45 min. Sessions
Tel 07599044806
YOGA - (10.15am) JGI 01493
780121
Short Mat Bowls (2-4pm )
JGI 01493 444041
Bingo Night (7.30pm) JGI All
welcome
Ring Craft (8pm) St. Olaves
Village Hall, Training
dogs/owners for the show
ring. 01502 569243
Belton Bowmen - for Winter Moorlands Primary Academy Juniors/family (6-7pm) £3.50,
Adults (7-9pm) £6 01493
780418.
Pilates (Beginners/
intermediate) 6 & 7.05pm
New Road Sport Centre
07767 864568
EVERY TUESDAY
Beebops Pre School New
Road Centre -Family Time
(10am) Babies (11am) 07934 276167
Young at Heart (10-noon)
Belton Church. Get together
for over 50’s – church
members or not
Belton Over 50/60’s (2pm)
JGI cards, games, bingo &
refreshments
Judo group for Juniors (4.30
& 5.30pm) New Road Sport
Centre 07977 432756
1st Belton Guides (6.45 8.30pm) JGI- 01493 667311
St. Olaves Art Group
(7.30pm) St. Olaves Village
Hall Tel: 01493 488276
EVERY WEDNESDAY

Judo group for Juniors (5.306.30pm) New Road Sport Centre
07977 432756
Slimming World (5.30 & 7.30pm)
Moorlands Primary Academy Tel
07484 806384
3rd Bradwell Rainbows (5.306.30pm Term Time) Burgh Castle
Village Hall
Weight Watchers Sign in
6.15pm, talk 7pm JGI 07546
023143
Open Mat for Martial Art (6.308.30pm) New Road Sport Centre
07977 432756
Team Quiz (8pm) Kingfisher Bar
B/Castle (6 per team max. £1
each)

EVERY THURSDAY
YOGA (9.30-10.30am) New Road
Sport Centre 07841 985767
Beginners YOGA New (9.15am)
St Olaves V/Hall 07701 030516
Vinyasa Flow YOGA New
(10.30am) St Olaves V Hall
07701 030516
Slimming World (10am) JGI Tel
07484 806384
Chatterboxes Stay & Play
(10.30-11.30am) Moorlands
School for 0 - 5’s 07866 215867
Gt. Yarmouth Stroke Group (24pm) New Road Sport Centre
01493 781846
Rock Solid (5-6pm) Belton
Church - Childrens Club ( Jan 16)
Free 07783573210
New Road Crafting Group (69pm) New Road Centre, Belton
Crafters Group (7-8.30pm) JGI Informal needlecraft group 07721
599559

EVERY FRIDAY
Musical Movers (9.30-10.30am)
New Road Sport Centre Music for
under 5’s 07974 173216
Line Dancing for Improvers
(10.30am-Noon) JGI, 07788
408801.
The Hub (Open youth group)
Currently going through some
planning changes Belton Community Choir (7.158.30pm) JGI - New members
welcome 01493 780060 (NOT JGI
Quiz weeks)

Jolly Tots (9.30-10.45am) Under
5’s ( (11am-Noon) Birth to
Walking - New Road Sport
Centre 07767 389789
Drop In Coffee Morning (10.30noon) JGI All welcome
EVERY SATURDAY
Lunch & Social Club (Age
Concern) (12-3pm) Kings Head,
Pooch Paws Dog Training (9am
Belton 01493 262052
-1pm) 1 hour sessions St. Olaves
Belton Art Club (2-4pm) JGI
V/ Hall 07841 040171
Arts/crafts/hobbies 01493
488683
Pooch Paws Dog Training (5NOTE - Belton Scouts (Beavers,
8pm) 1 hour sessions St. Olaves
Cubs & Scouts) meet in Belton
Village Hall 07841 040171
weekly, details 01493 780965
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EVENTS THIS MONTH
Sun Dec 29 (10.30am) Belton
Church - Combined Family
Communion & Christmas carols
(NO service at Burgh Castle)
Sat Dec 28 (10am - 4pm) New
Road Sport / Leisure centre Photography Exhibition.
Sun Dec 29 (10am - 3pm) New
Road Sport / Leisure centre Photography Exhibition.
Tue Dec 31 (7.30pm-12.30am)
Belton Church - New Years Eve
party (Tickets 780476 / 780210)
Donations towards cost
Fri Jan 3 (7pm) New Road
Sports Centre. Belton - Digital
Camera Club
Sun Jan 5 (9.30am) Burgh
Castle Church - Holy
Communion
Sun Jan 5 (10.30am) Belton
Church - Morning Celebration
Tue Jan 7 (11am) Belton
Church - Traditional Holy
Communion (refreshments from
10am)
Tue Jan 7 (7.30pm) New Road
Sport Centre. Belton &
Browston Parish Council
meeting
Wed Jan 8 (10.30am-12.30)
JGI. Individual money/debt
advice by D.I.A.L. Tel 01493
856900
Wed Jan 8 (10.30am) Burgh
House - Holy Communion
Wed Jan 8 (6-7.30pm) Belton
Church - Messy Church - Free
Family Fun & meal
Sat Jan 11 (From 8.45am)
Belton Scouts Collecting
Newspapers - Belton only
Sat Jan 11 (10am-11.30am)
JGI Monthly Coffee Morning
Sun Jan 12 (9.30am) Burgh
Castle Church - Morning Prayer
Sun Jan 12 (10.30am) Belton
Church - Holy Communion
Sun Jan 12 (6.30pm) Belton
Church - Evening Celebration
Mon Jan 13 (7.30pm) Burgh
Castle V/Hall - Parish Council
Monthly Meeting
Tue Jan 14 (7.30pm) JGI BLG. Phone 780494 for details
Wed Jan 15 Mobile Library in
Belton (Times in article)
Fri Jan 17 (7pm) Belton
Rectory - Alpha Course - meal,
talk & questions
Fri Jan 17 (7.30pm) Fritton
Village Hall - Prize Bingo
Sun Jan 19 (9.30am) Burgh
Castle Church - Holy
Communion
Sun Jan 19 (10.30am) Belton
Church - Cafe Church
Mon Jan 20 Entries for Belton
& Browston ‘Citizen of the Year’
CLOSE

Mon Jan 20 (7pm) Burgh
Castle V/Hall - Fun day 2020
1st. Meeting Open to all
Fri Jan 24 (7.30pm) JGI
Team Quiz Night (teams
Max 4, £5 per team)
Sun Jan 26 (9.30am) Burgh
Castle Church - Morning
Prayer
Sun Jan 26 (10.30am) Belton
Church - Holy Communion
Wed Jan 29 (10.30-11.30am)
JGI - Belton/Browston Parish
Clerks Surgery
Wed Jan 29 Mobile Library.
New Rd. Playing Field Fritton
(3.15-3.35), Priory Cl., St
Olaves (3.40-4.00),
Thu Jan 30 (7.30pm) Fritton
V/Hall - Fritton & St. Olaves
Parish Council meeting
Sat Feb 1 (10am-4pm) Belton
Rectory - Alpha Day
Sat Feb 1 (7pm) Burgh Castle
V/Hall Burns Night
Celebration £10. Tel 780126
Sun Feb 2 (9.30am) Burgh
Castle Church - Holy
Communion
Sun Feb 2 (10.30am) Belton
Church - Morning Celebration
with a Christingle
Tue Feb 4 (7.30pm) New
Road Sport Centre. Belton &
Browston Parish Council
meeting
Fri Feb 7 (8pm) Burgh Castle
Queens Head -Team Quiz
max 6 per team
Sat Feb 8 (From 8.45am)
Belton Scouts Collecting
Newspapers - Belton only

Tree at JGI
The Trustees of the JGI thank
the Belton Parish Council for
providing us with a tree to place
outside the Hall this year. It has
been much appreciated by all
users and especially the local
people who do not all get up to
the precinct to see the other
Christmas tree.
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VILLAGE SMALLS
It is free to advertise jobs, events, property or items for sale. Send details to Village Voice Smalls, ‘Skelmorlie’, Butt Lane, Burgh castle, NR31 9PU Tel 01493 780776
or email beltonvvadds@gmail.com by noon on January 14th to appear in the February 2020 issue. We will run your advert for 3 months but please let us know if you sold it so we
can remove the advert. (Commercial entries charged at 25p per word)

WANTED
Soft Toys to raise money for
local charities, deliver to 34
Orwell Crescent. Belton, or
Tel 01493 782043
Any Saleable items, Bric-aBrac, Books, Games, Jigsaws
unwanted gifts etc. needed for
Burgh Castle Village Hall
sales stall. Tel. 01493 780126
(local collection possible)
Bric-a-Brac & Books needed
for sale at JGI Tel 01493
780965 (Belton Scouts)
Any dog related items
(Collars, leads, baskets etc.)
for Cinnamon Trust. Tel.
07749732597

WORK
General Odd-job man available
1-2 days a week Tel. 01493
789049

FOR SALE
2 radiator shelves 1500mm &
1200mm £10 the pair Tel
01493 782193
Self propelled Wheelchair,
new - still packed. £110 (Buyer collects) Tel. 01493 488518
Samsung GalaxyS7 New
cond. cased, rose gold colour.
Used for Vodafone but can be
unlocked for other networks
£140. Tel. 07766 492563

Playmobil Western & Super
set plus wooden base, cost
£100, accept £50 OVNO Tel.
01493 651077 / 07799
105777
JTXFITNESS 6000 Oscillation / Vibration machine. Ideal for fitness / weight loss. 9
programmes. 2 handles, can
be used sitting/standing.
£150. Tel. 07766 492563.

Stairgate £5 Tel. 01493 780965
Calvin Klein Backpack / CarryAll
New £10 Tel. 01493 662323
Pair of Vitalite short mat woods
size ‘2full’/ As new, including
carrying case £15. Tel. 01493
603860
Samsung 22” Smart TV white
VGC. Little used £100 Tel.
01493 781071

Pressure washer £30 Tel 07960
913116
Electric Mountfield mower
12”cut. Good working order £20
Tel. 01493 780965
Professional 8x4m Party tent
Steel frame, roof, side & end
covers. To BS Standard & Fire
retardant. Incl ground bars (usually extra). Cost £749,
New/boxed £500. Tel 07788
408801

Protech Professional keystart generator. 7500w, 3 x
230v outlets. New, never out
of box. £400 NO offers Tel
07788 408801

Child’s pink Disney Princess
dressing table with stool. Good
cond. £10 Tel. 07815 439297
Table top Bagatelle £10 ONO
Tel. 01493 662323

Danish design exclusive 2 in
1 dog coat. Removable polar
fleece for extra warmth, Reflective band, colour Khaki.
75cm (30”) Never worn Cost
£37.49, accept £25. Tel.
07788 408801

Childs toy Fort £5 ONO Tel.
01493 662323

Nintendo Wii console with 2
hand sets & charger, also Wii
Fit Plus board. All connectors
plus Wii to DMI adaptor for TV
or monitor. All boxed, as new
£45. Tel 07960039455 or
cam938@btinternet.com

Horse riders hard hat New unwanted gift 7 1/8 - 7 ½ (5859cm) £5 Tel. 01493 780471

Childs wooden Rocking
Horse £5 ONO Tel. 01493
662323

Table top Fridge £20, New
Bread maker £5. Tel 07960
913116

Extending Dining table & 6
chairs. VGC. £70. Tel 01493
719664

Professional 6x8m Party tent
Steel frame, roof, side & end
covers. To BS Standard & Fire
retardant. Incl ground bars (usually extra). Cost £1400, used 3
times for £900 OVNO. Tel
07788 408801

Carl Lewis Treadmill. Folds
away, motorised incline,
heart monitor, very little
used. Cost £495, VGC , Accept £250. NO offers Tel
07788 408801

Draper 1.5 tonne scissor car
jack (new- unwanted gift) £15
Tel. 01493 789049

Childs pushchair, good cond. £8
Tel. 01493 789049

100 CD/DVD Aluminium silver
carry case with sleeves & keys.
Hardly used. £12 Tel 01493
781094
Solid rolltop desk in need of repair, pine panelled doors - been
stripped. Cheap to clear. Tel.
07742 634784
Tornado 300 CD/DVD Aluminium
silver carry case with sleeves &
keys . Hardly used. £25 Tel
01493 781094
PLEASE LET US KNOW BY
NOON ON JANUARY 13th IF
YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR ITEM
REMOVED

BURGH CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL
Six Parish Councillors and three members of the public attended the December 9th meeting of Burgh Castle Parish Council, Brian Swan was
in the chair, there were no points raised by the public who attended.
At a meeting with the manager of Breydon Water holiday Park the manager there had agreed to all points raised, they will provide a sign to
go opposite Cement Cottages requesting no parking on that side of the road and will educate holiday makers more on parking on the narrow
road and try to get their head office to allow commercial vehicles brought by holiday makers to park somewhere on site, they have also
promised to cut the hedge opposite Cement Cottages, their bank facing Hilldrop Cottages and to tidy up the Millfields Footpath area. Their
manager has already purchased a Christmas Tree for Burgh Castle church and offered to support events in the local community.
Members discussed finances for 2020/21 and agreed that their part of the Community Charge, which is the smallest by far, needs to increase
by a further 10% as the councils reserves had become too low in recent years, this action had already been started in the current year. Garden
Guardian, who had been on a trial one year contract cutting the churchyard, burial ground and village hall grass and hedges will, with small
alterations , be offered a new two year contact at the slightly reduced cost they have offered.
In planning there were no new applications, just two decisions from the Borough Council, confirmation, supporting the Parish Councils view,
that the new opening at the Hatchery on Market Road should not be allowed on safety grounds, this also confirmed to a restriction placed on
the site when the new bungalow at the corner was given permission in 2012. The Borough have approved conversion of the garage and a
rear extension to form an orangery and construction of a new double garage at Treetops on High Road.
Councillors agreed to support the Norfolk County Council Sky Lantern and Balloon Release charter which basically encourages the
community to find other ways of celebrating rather than releasing these type of items into the atmosphere.
The next meeting of the Council will take place at the Village Hall on Monday January 13th 2020.
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BURGH CASTLE CHRISTMAS FAIR
The Community Christmas Fayre held in the Village hall on
November 23rd was again a great success raising £620. There was
a stady flow of visitors all afternoon sales stalls, fancy goods, cakes
and bric-a-brac were kept busy with eager bargain hunters, there
were refreshments and various games to try which proved popular
with both children and adults The tombola sold out and there were
varois other games, stalls and a popular raffle.

BURGH CASTLE VILLAGE HALL & CHURCH
Village Hall : Thank you to all who attended our Coffee & Mince Pie
Morning on 13th December, it was good to see some of our regulars
again. We plan to repeat the event in February this time on Thursday
13th! Hope to see you there.
We will continue to take donations of good quality bric-a-brac, and
books, ready for the next event at the hall, look out for dates in Village
Voice to arrange collection please contact 01493 780126 or e-mail
mgreenacre532@gmail.com
Burgh Castle Church Restoration : We continue to raise fund to
restore and maintain our lovely church, we would like to say Thank
You to Dominic at Breydon Waters Holiday Park for the very kind
donation of a Christmas Tree which wth the delightful flower and
candle arrangements makes our building a very welcome place for
the special Christmas Services. The congregation will come together
for an epiphany Lunch on Sunday 5th January , if you would like to
join us please contact Maureen ( 781747) or come along any Sunday
Morning at 9.30. You can be sure of a warm welcome.
Fun Day 2020 : This will take place at the Village Hall and playing
field on Sunday 28th June, the first planning meeting will take place
in the Village Hall on Monday January 20th (7pm) when we would
welcome some new faces, we can always do with more help and
fresh ideas so why not come along.

FRITTON & ST. OLAVES PARISH COUNCIL
Eight Parish Councillors, Borough Councillor Tracy Cameron and two
members of the public attended the November 28th meeting of Fritton
and St. Olaves Parish Council, Alan Mendum was in the chair.

Burns Night : Our next event will be the very popular Burns Night,
held at the Village Hall this year it will be on Saturday February 1st.
(7pm) Tickets at £10 per head are available from any church
member or by contacting Margaret on 780126. Please come along
for a fun evening.

Jayne Biggs of the 'Heart to Heart' charity explained the workings of
defibrillators and her charity stating that it has so far provided 152
defibrillator units. The possibility of two 24/7 availability units, one in
each of Fritton and St Olaves was discussed, the Bell Inn at St Olaves
has already raised £350 and would be willing to have a unit at their
location. The Great Yarmouth B.I.D Charity had stated however that
they could not directly fund a unit however they could possibly support
a fun raising event arranged by the Council to work towards paying for
the units.
It is hoped that the St Olaves village sign can be 'freshened up' in 2020,
there are thought to be some funds available, currently GDC cut the
surrounding grass and Myhills have provided plants both currently
without charge.
It was stated that a planing application for a static caravan to be used
as an annexe at 'Landscape', New Road, Fritton had been refused by
the Borough Council.
The parish councils funding for the year commencing April 2020 was
discussed and agreed, it was decided that with various adjustments
the total required from the council tax would need to increase by just
over 3.5%, up from £7756 to £8047.
Members agreed to ask for written reasons from the County Highways
officer as to why speed humps could not be placed on New Road at
Fritton, and to report a pothole for repair on Herringfleet Road just past
the St. Olaves Village Hall.
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be at Fritton Village Hall
on Thursday January 30th at 7.30pm.
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CRIME REPORT FOR OCTOBER
Below is a list of the crimes recorded for our local villages in
October 2019 according to the figures supplied by Norfolk
Constabulary to the Police UK web site.
Burgh Castle (Total 5 (2018 - 8)
2 x Violence / Sexual offence.
1 x Criminal Damage.
1 x Public Order.
1 x Burglary.
Belton (Total 19) (2018 - 12)
Browston (Total 0) 2018 (1)
5 x Anti Social behaviour.
1 x Public Order.
Fritton (Total 1) 2018 (1)
10 x Violence.
1 X Violence
2 x Other Crime.
1 x Shoplifting.
St Olaves (Total 0) 2018 (1)
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ANNUAL CLUB REPORTS
REPORT FOR BELTON LADIES GROUP (B.L.G.) 2019

A YEAR ON THE PARISH COUNCIL
A report on my year, on the Parish Council. What I like about being
vice chairman Belton with Browston Parish Council is it gives me the
opportunity to be hands on on some projects within our village.
At last years Christmas lights turn on at the Christmas tree, I was
pleased to be associated with a group of mum’s who held the first
kids Christmas party all for free, helped by very generous donations
of cash and raffle prizes, fun was had by all, even if a bit chaotic at
times.
At that time carols around the tree didn’t seem to take off as I’d have
liked, so mulling this over for a while and prompted by various TV
articles, I instigated our now very popular community choir simply by
asking if there was any interest in forming a one locally, I was
inundated with villagers interested in having a go. We all met at the
Premier Room and a choir was born, we now all meet at the JGI on
Friday nights for an hour or so, improving all the time.
While helping Beryl at the Village sign in the spring, I noticed that the
sign was in need of a make-over, and I was able to convince my
colleagues on the council to hand it over to the same person who did
the Burgh Castle sign Mark Bernstein, who after I dug out some rot
and future proofed it reproduced the sign to a very high standard, I
invited Lord Somerleyton to repeat the unveiling his father did for us
in the 70s and he was delighted to carry this out.
So came the summer, and with a few volunteers who look after the
flowerbeds I think we make a difference around the village, I personally was awarded two first places for my front and back garden
displays in the Borough 'In Bloom' competition, from which along with
Tracie Cameron, we are organising the 'Belton in Bloom' initiative for
next year and by the time you read this our first meeting will have
taken place.
With the blessing of the Belton Charity Fund I initiated the purchase
of our WW1 seat by the village sign wirh a small boarder to soften the
backdrop, it’s something I hold very dearly having had relatives at the
Somme who have left us now. A second seat will be installed on Bell
Lane to commemorate our lads in WW2 who really did stop us from
having a German influence in our lives. This will take place during the
commemorations on May 8th 2020.
By the time you get this I’ll have just completed this years Christmas
tree and with help from my wife we’ll have dressed it and along with
the kids party and the choir in attendance and a good turn out of
parishioners it’ll be a good evening on the 3rd of Dec. I’m now looking
forward to a busy 2020 with many more ideas to improve my, our,
community.
Kindest of regards Mick Graystone.

This new group was formed in March 2019 after the disbandment of
Belton W.I. due to the ever rising costs of membership and the
restrictions that that organisation imposed upon us. The aim of the
B.L.G. is to provide support and friendship, and enable ladies of all
ages to socialize and enjoy company away from the cares of living.
Finance was provided by Village Voice, and private donations. We
had a very successful raffle at the Saturday Coffee morning in March
which has helped to make us financially independent. The committee
of eight have worked very hard to make the Group a success and all
members have fully engaged with all the activities that we have
provided.
So far this year we have enjoyed workshops including basket weaving, crochet, and sketching. We have had speakers, competitions and
outings including an evening visit to ‘Fritton Plant Centre.’ ‘The Summer Laughter Show’ at the Pavilion in Gorleston and Snape Maltings
for their Christmas Show. We regularly eat out at various establishments in the area.
In December we have our Christmas party where we will be entertained by The ‘Cats Pyjamas.’ In January we will have a social
evening at the JGI on the 14th (new members please phone) and in
February we hope to have a talk on the ‘Lydia Eva’ as well as our
A.G.M. Our membership is £25 per year and we usually meet in the
J.G.I. on the second Tuesday of the month where we pay £1 for the
hire of the hall and tea/coffee and biscuits. Our membership at
present is 25. If you would be interested in joining us please ring Liz
on 01493 780494 for more details.

BELTON OVER 60's CLUB
The club had a very successful year during which membership topped
50. In the year we had our annual visit to Southwold and Dunwich for
Fish & Chips. In the summer we had lunch at the Golf Club where we
are also having our Christmas lunch.
I the Summer the Club went to Cromer for the day to see the end of
the Pier Summer Show and we have finished the year with another
visit to Cromer to see the Christmas Show on the Pier. During the
Autumn we had afternoon tea at Cherry Lane, which everyone enjoyed.
Our last meeting will include the Christmas Raffle ending a good year.
I would like to personally thank everyone for their help during the year
and welcome two new committee members Rosemary Bishop and
Ann Manthrope.
Wishing everyone a Happy and Healthy New Year.
Norma Hadden

COMMUNITY CAR SCHEME
BELTON ART CLUB - 2019
The Belton Art Club continues to thrive, welcoming several new
members this year. We meet at the JGI on Wednesday afternoons, 2
– 4pm and cover a variety of disciplines of art and craft. We enjoyed
several afternoon teas this Summer in members’ gardens making the
most of the sunny weather.
In September we held a very successful raffle at the monthly JGI
coffee morning, and a few weeks later displayed numerous paintings
at a joint exhibition with the Belton Camera Club and the Needlecraft
Group.
Everyone enjoyed a Christmas lunch at Browston Hall in December
and the following week, a festive afternoon tea. The group will meet
up again on 8 January 2020 and we warmly welcome new members
who can bring along any form of art and craft.
JGI YOGA
As we enter into 2020 we will be going into the twelfth year of our
friendly group, during 2019 we had several new members join our
happy band.
We celebrated Christmas with a lovely meal at the Conservative Club
in Gorleston on December 17th and Wilma who was our founder who
has since moved to Caister joined us.
If you feel like getting back some fitness after the festivities why not
come along and give yoga a go. Good for mind and body. Maisie our
teacher continues to be our inspiration. Our classes recommence on
Monday January 6th. At 10.15am. For further info phone Julie 780121
Julie Barnes

February 2020 sees the 10th Anniversary of the Car Scheme.
Initiated with the support of the then Norfolk Rural Community
Council and support from the three parish councils, we have
run for 52 weeks of the year except for weekends and bank
holidays. What an achievement for such a small band of volunteers.
Especial thanks to the ‘lady who mans the phone’. Over the period we
have helped over 3,000 trips for residents to get to appointments, shop
or go on holiday.
Our team of seven drivers , some of whom have been there from the
start, are happy to offer support to those in need .December saw our
drivers help 31 residents, including trips to Norwich. Thank you to the
drivers who give up their time so patiently to help those in our
community who struggle to access public transport.
Passengers can book a car to take them shopping, to social events,
connections for holiday travel or medical appointments. The only
stipulation being they are resident in one of the five villages and can
walk to the vehicle. We ask for at least 24 hours notice as all our drivers
are volunteers, but are very willing to do our best to help.
To book a car please call 07767063986, Want to know more then
contact: mgreenacre532@gmail.com or call 01493780126
FRITTON BINGO
The attendance for 2019 has been between 14 and 22 people at our
monthly Bingo sessions however it would be great to see more people
attending as a lot of effort is made to make for an entertaining evening
with quality prizes on offer.
Bingo cards will continue to be priced at only 50p per card in 2020 and
our first session for the new year is on Friday January 17th (7.30pm)
at the Village Hall.
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VILLAGE VOICE
Just a few words to report on another very successful year for your
‘Village Voice’. This year we have prepared more 32 page editions
( the largest that we produce) than ever and must once again thank
our editor, Regi Alexander for his excellent work
Highlights of our year must be the writing competition, which we are
about to repeat , and the presentation of £4800 in grants to nineteen
local groups and organisations, both figures being the highest ever.
We know how much of a difference this additional funding makes for
our smaller local groups.
We would like to thank our advertisers, in spite of modern methods of
advertising and a difficult financial climate we are only very marginally
down on previous years, also thanks to all the groups who contribute
on a regular basis and to Rosie, Liz, Tony and Malcolm for their
monthly columns along with all the special contributors that are ‘persuaded’ to help us THANK YOU all.
A special thanks also to all the deliverers. You are a very important
part of our system, however we do urgently need more in Burgh
Castle , both on a roadside round and on the Kingfisher and Waveney
Park sites. If you can spare an hour or so a month now or go on our
reserve list for any particular area please give us a call on 01493
780776 or e-mail beltonvvadds@gmail.com (please remember to
include your address so we know where to put you on our lists.)
Thank you one and all
Brian and the Village Voice Board.

YOUNG AT HEART
We have enjoyed another very busy year. By the end of December,
club members will have attended an excellent performance of ‘Oliver’
at the Pavillion theatre. Our clubs Christmas lunch at the Pier hotel will
have been consumed and we will have shared our last meeting of this
year singing carols and seasonal songs.
Young at Heart has grown in numbers attending and the weekly
contributions have helped pay towards Cherry Lane coffee mornings
as well as Summer and Christmas lunches. We enjoyed fish and chip
lunches at the church and taken part in regular quizzes. The members
were invited to a very enjoyable Summer afternoon tea at the Rectory
with musical entertainment.
We could not have had such an enjoyable year without the consistent
hard work of the ‘team’ every Tuesday. And Young at Heart members
wish to thank the Village Voice for their grant of £200 toward our trip
to Oliver. What an enjoyable afternoon.
The Young at Heart weekly meetings, 10am to noon at All Saints
Church, are based around ‘ sharing a cuppa and companionship’. All
are welcome.
Finally might we wish you all a Happy New Year.
WEDNESDAY MORNING DROP IN
This group has had another successful year, with often up to 30 people
gathering for a cup of tea or coffee whilst indulging in a friendly chat.
We try to keep up to date and informed about various scams that are
around (telephone, post and computer) so that people are aware and
cautious.
Since the autumn, we have had a visit on the second Wednesday of
each month from an advisor from DIAL who can give help (privately)
with any debt problems and difficulties.
We are a very welcoming and friendly group and are always pleased
to see new faces.
We meet at the JGI every Wednesday morning from 10.30am - 12pm.
Do pop in and enjoy the company.
JGI TRUSTEES
The JGI has had another good year with the hall being used every
week day with sometimes up to three or four groups on a single day.
All the Trustees work hard behind the scenes to keep the hall in first
class condition for use. Our thanks go to both Becky and Alan for their
continuing help. We are also pleased to welcome with thanks three
people who have offered their help to maintain the hall both inside and
out. As I write this I hope the lighted Christmas tree outside the hall
this year gives some festive joy. Our thanks go to the Parish Council
for providing the tree. We had one major expense during the last 12
months which was to replace the boiler for the hot water and central
heating.
We wish all, but especially users of the hall a healthy and happy 2020
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Rock Solid
Rock Solid is a children's group who meet Thursdays, during
term time, from 5pm to 6pm for ages 7yrs to 11yrs. We meet
in the church building during the Winter months. There is
always plenty to do, swing ball tennis, table football, air
hockey, giant jenga, board games, lego, tuck shop, messy
craft area and chill out zone. The 'God Slot,' which teaches
good morals and values, to cope with growing up in this
modern age, refers to Bible Stories and the teachings of
Jesus. During the Spring/Summer the group meets at the
Rectory Stables with the above activities plus games outside
in the fresh air.This year we collected for Christian Aid, by
selling cakes provided by Rock Solid families, and enjoyed
a pets evening. All children of the correct age are welcome.
Please contact Colin Chilvers 781474 or speak to Paula
Guard.
SHORT MAT BOWLS
During February / March 2018 Bill and myself discussed the possibility of starting Short mat Bowls at the JGI, It was decided to see if
there was sufficient interest and when asked at a coffee morning
many hands were raised by those present, most of whom had never
played any sort of bowls before.
It was therefore decided to 'give it a go' and we bought a second
hand mat funded by the Institute and started in April 2018, most
players were elderly and strangers to one another, anyway I proceeded to explain basic rules, sizes of different bowls and the 'bias'
and the object of the game, wondering if they would be able to
manage the game. We played the first day with many mistakes,
confusion and laughter.
After a few weeks it was realised that we needed a second mat,
which we again managed to buy second-hand, paid for by the
Institute. I decided that our bowls group had to be friendly, social
and not to serious. Of the original group that showed an interest
we've lost about four starters but their places were quickly filled.
Minor modifications have been made over the past 18/20 months
otherwise everything is as we started. Our group consists of about
19 members and we all know each other by Christian names and
feel we are a very close group, currently we have a waiting list for
new members.
I organise things and my wife, I'm pleased to say, makes the teas
and supplies the biscuits!. We meet Mondays , 2-4pm, Thanks to
the caretaker, Alan, who has everything sorted and ready, Each
session costs £2 which includes the tea and biscuits, money goes
to paying the rent with what is left going towards a free Christmas
lunch. Well done all of you – I feel we are like one big family – May
we continue to be so.
Mike and Doff Howard.

BELTON JUDO CLUB ANNUAL REPORT
2019 has been a very good year for Belton Judo Club.
As well as the amazing successes enjoyed by our assistant
coach Ryan (full details in our monthly update), many of our
players are now growing in confidence and entering more and
more competitions and winning medals and putting in excellent performances.
One of our competitive players is worthy of special mention.
Holly has been working hard throughout the year, getting to
extra sessions and benefiting from the coaching of Dominic
and Ryan and has won gold in her last four competitions
culminating in the Eastern Area Championships where she
became Area Champion 2019. This goes to prove that the
more work you put in, the more rewards you get out.
Many of our other players have done well at all our Judo
clubs, Rubin, Stefan, Oliver, Daniel, Joshua, Hannah, Ruben,
Oliver, Michael, Rowan, Thomas, Alice and Charlie. (apologies
to any I’ve missed) They’ve all done our Judo club proud,
many doing competition for the first time and some, such as
big Oliver, up against older and more experienced players
due to the fact he’s tall and heavy for his age but he still
fought out of his skin on the day.
Go to next page
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Dominic King Judo & MMA Academy will continue to build on
our successes throughout 2020 and hopefully be able to
report on more positive results this time next year.
All that’s left to do is to wish everybody a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year, the last sessions before
Christmas end on Friday 20th December and start back on
Monday 6th January 2020. (don’t forget the Christmas Fun
session and awards presentation for all members on Wednesday 18th December at our Belton venue)
Our photo shows the very youngest novices being coached
on the first mat
STOP PRESS!! News just in. While most of us are still
enjoying our Christmas break, Ryan will be at a two-day
International training camp in Koksjide, Belgium from the 3rd
to the 5th January after being selected to be part of the
English squad following his excellent performance at the
British Championships recently. Well done Ryan.

1st. BELTON GUIDES
The girls of 1st Belton Guides have
been having lots of fun over the last
year, we have discussed single use
plastic and what steps can be taken to
minimise it’s use also how plastic ends
up in the world's oceans and the effect
this has on sealife. We also made
bottle greenhouses using single use
plastic bottles, some of the guides managed to successfully grow
basil using the greenhouses.
There was a weekend away to Patteson Lodge and a trip to the
girlguiding Big Gig, this year held in Sheffield. Both events were
enjoyed by the girls that attended and our Trip to Patteson Lodge
for 2020 is already being planned.
We have tried to think more about our local community as well
this year by undertaking various fundraising activities and collections.
Looking back over the year it is amazing to see how much has
changed, One of our leaders completed her Leadership Qualification and her Going Away Qualification and three of our older girls
are training to be Young Leaders within our unit whilst another of
our former Guides is training to be a Young Leader with one of the
local Brownie packs.
This is also a year where we have said goodbye to some of our
girls as other life commitments have had to take priority, however
we have also welcomed a number of new guides. Soon it will be
time for our newer girls to be enrolled.
The best part about being a Leader is seeing the guides challenge themselves and grow as people, becoming more confident
and forming their own opinions about things even if these ideas
can be controversial or unpopular as we discovered during Parliament Week.
2020 is promising to be an exciting year for 1st Belton Guides, we
are already planning a weekend away and lots of exciting new
challenges and activities.
We currently do not have any vacancies in our unit, however
more information can be found on
www.girlguiding.org/information-for-parents regarding other local
units or being placed on our waiting list.

1ST BELTON SCOUT GROUP
Beavers
The beavers have had a very busy year, our numbers
have remanded very good but at present time we do
have 3 spaces.
The Beavers took part in the district activity day as part of their
international badge. We have done 2 sleepovers at the Scout HQ one
inside the Hq the other sleeping outside in 2 man tents. These
youngsters all completed their Outdoor challenge for taking part in a
sleepover. We have tried to use the outdoor space as much as we can.
We had a go at growing onions which did not do well lack of water.
Made bird feeders as we feed the birds at the Scout HQ, played lots of
games out side, taken part in doing archery using snake bows outside
and the mini bows inside. We have been on visits to Burgh Castle, The
Chapel at JPUH, bowling, Eaton Vale Activity Centre and much more.
The Beavers have completed all of the Challenge badges and Space,
Cooking, Healthy Eating, Faith, Explorer and many more of the activity
badges.
If you are interested in joining Beavers and are aged between 5 ¾ and
8 years old please contact Jane (Brown Beaver) 01493 780965 or
john.clarke33@btopenworld.com
Cubs
The Cubs have had a very active year. They had a summer camp at
Gilwell Park the HQ for British Scouting which everyone had great fun.
They have been to visit the Salvation Army, seething observatory, on
the beach with the Beavers Scouts. Have had joint meeting with both
Beavers and Scouts doing different activities this helps when the
youngster move section. The Cubs have been helping the Scout
Association with a new badge for Cubs Health Eating badge were they
have had set activities to do then feed it all back to HQ.
The Cubs have again been busy doing there challenge badges and
activity badges from communication, cooking, DIY, camping craft and
so much more.
Scouts
The Scouts have taken part on 2 camps at the Scout HQ this year, 1 a
survival camp some sleeping under the stars and some sleeping inside
, the second camp everyone slept outside. They have been bowling,
hiking, taken part in district night hike and made the finish well done.
They have cooked, run camp fires, helped to organise some of their
own programme, taken part in team exercises and much more.
The Scouts ran their own fundraiser with a competition between the
patrols thanks to everyone who supported that.Group
We all jointed together for St Georges Day and played a crystal maze
game and renewed our Scouting Promises. The group attended
remembrance Sunday at All Saints Belton and paraded our flags.
Many thanks to everyone who this year has support the Scout Group
with our fund raising by saving their newspaper, magazines, leaflets
and cardboard for monthly paper collection, bri-a-brac and books for
our sales, along with supporting the Bingo and Beetle Drives thank you.
We look forward to your continued support. Our thanks goes to
organisations that have given us a grant for equipment.
We are always looking for extra adult support working with all the
sections but also helping with fundraising and maintance at the Scout
HQ. For more information please contact John (Gov) Group Scout
Leader 01493 780965.
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SCOUTS NEWSPAPER COLLECTIONS
Belton Scouts will be collecting old newspapers in Belton
(sorry not other local villages) on Saturdays January 11th
and February 8th. Papers should be put outside
properties by 8.45am to ensure collection, please do not
make bundles too large as some of our younger members
who help are on the small size!.
Glossy magazines, leaflets, greetings cards and old
telephone directories can all be included with the papers.
For information about the local Scouts or the paper
collections please call 01493 780965, papers can also
be left outside at 6 Station Road North, Belton,
NR31 9NF.
Please note that the full list of dates for 2020 were
published in last months ‘Village Voice’

BURGH CASTLE QUIZ NIGHTS
The monthly quiz on December 6th raised the sum of
£66.00 for the Church Restoration Fund, although
attendance was down, probably due to seasonal
commitments, those present had a lovely evening.
We normally quiz on the first Friday of each month but
will be missing out January so our next event will be on
Friday February 7h when we would welcome some new
faces - You need a team of up to six players at £1. per
person, the evening also includes a raffle, details from -Maureen on 01493 781747 or just turn up on the night,
we start quizzing at 8pm however please arrive earlier if
you are ordering food which is available from the bar.
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